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BLACK SCENE 
OPEN'D, &c. 


R. John Kendrick gave by his 
Will to the Town of Reading 
three Gifts, one of Seven Thou- 


ſand Five Hundred Pounds, one 


of Five Hundred Pounds, and the laſt of 
Two Hundred and Fifty Pounds, in all 
Eight Thouſand Two Hundred and Fifty 
Pounds. 

| Out of which Sum there was laid out in 
| Lands at North- Street in the Pariſh of Tyle- 
' burſt, and in a Tenement in Minfter-ftreet, 
the Sum of One Thouſand Nine Hundred 


Pounds, 


A 2 Out 
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Out of which Lands his Siſter Ann News 
man, during her natural Life, was paid the 
clear yearly Sum of- Fifty Pounds, which 
after her Deceaſe was to be paid to the Poor 
of the three Pariſhes of Reading for ever. 

There was bought of Anthony Blagrave, 
Eſq; a Plot of Ground adjoining, to the ſaid 
Tenement, which coſt Thirty-two Pounds; 
and in building the new Part and alter. 


ing the old, to make it fit for carrying 


on the Trade of Cloathing, there was 
laid out the Sum of One Thouſand Eight 
Hundred Forty-Six Pounds, 


There was likewiſe laid out in Shop- 


Stuff One Hundred Twenty-two Pounds ; 
there was a ſmall Purchaſe made at Mat- 
tingley towards the Maintenance of Morning 
Prayers at St. Mary's Church of Five 
Pounds per Ann, which coſt One Hundred 
and Fifty Pounds ; all which ſaid Sums come 
to Four Thouſand and Fifty Pounds, then 
the Remainder was Three Thouſand Six 
Hundred Fifty Pounds, which ſaid Sum of 
Three Thouſand Six Hundred Fifty Pounds 


was by the Mayor and Aldermen lent to 
ſuch 


1 
ſuch Perſons as had the beſt Intereſt with 
them, and upon ſlender Security.” 

The People of the Town, being appre- 
henſive that there might be great Loſſes 
accrue to that Charity through Negligence 
and Partiality, did petition the King in 
Council to direct them what Courſe to take 
to preſerve that great Charity. 

Upon which it was left to the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, to give his Opinion in what 
Manner the faid Charity ſhould be apply'd 
for the Uſe and Good of the Poor of Read- 
ing, which was, that the Money ſhould be 
ſecured by the Purchaſe of Lands, and the 
Profits and Produce of the ſaid Lands be 
employed in lending to young Tradſemen 
that could give good Security for the Re- 
payment in a limited Time without Intereſt, 
and to bind out poor fatherleſs and mo- 
therleſs Boys to handicraft Trades; and 
to give to poor Maids that had lived with 
one Maſter or Dame a limited Time, and 
behaved well in her Place, and had no 
Friends able to give her any Portion in 


Marriage, the ſeveral Sums ſpecified in the 
De- 


r= =" = 


61 
Decree, which are limited, and not to ex- 
ceed the Sums therein mentioned. This 
Adjudication of the Archbiſhop was ſoon 
after exhibited into the Court of Exchequer, 
and in Trinity Term in the 14th of King 
Charles I, Anno 1639, a Necree did paſs in 
that Court, that the Sum of Three Thouſand 
Six Hundred Pounds left, being Part of the 
Sum of Seven Thouſand Five Hundred of 


Mr. John Kendrick's firſt Gift, ſhould be 


laid out in Land, and the Income and Pro- 


| duce of the ſame be employ'd to the Ules 


above-mention'd, 
By Virtue of which Decree ſoon after 


there was bought with Part of the faid 
Money of Ralph Verney, Eſq; and Mary 
his Wife, a Farm at Gre&nmer-Hill, in 
South-Stoke and Goreing in the County of 
Oxon, which coſt One Thouſand and Fifty 
Pounds. l 

By Virtue of the ſaid Decree, ſoon after 
that there was bought, with a farther Part 
of the ſaid Money, another Farm call'd 
Brazenhead or Parr's Land at Sulhamſtead- 


\ Abbots and Baniſters, which coſt Eight 


Hundred 
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Hundred and Seven Pounds Eleven Shil- 
lings and Seven-pence, bought of William 
Parr and Son. 

And ſome time after, by virtue 6f the ſaid 
Decree, with a farther Part of the ſaid Mo- 
ney there were purchaſed of Richard Knollys, 
Eſq; certain Lands call'd by the Name of 
the Crown-Fields in Reading, which coft 
One Thouſand One Hundred Pounds. 

All which faid three Purchaſes coſt 
Two Thouſand Nine Hundred Fifty Seven 
Pounds Eleven Shillings and Seven-pence z 
ſo that there remains yet to be laid out in 
Land, according to the ſaid Decree, the 
Sum of Six Hundred Forty-two Pounds 
Eight Shillings and Five-pence, which is 
not to this Day laid out in Lands purſuant 
to the ſaid Decree, nor apply'd to the Pur- 
poſes therein mentioned; but on the con. 
trary is wholly miſapply'd to other Uſes, 
ſome of which Miſapplications are men- 
tion'd in an Anſwer to a Bill of Complaint 
brought by one Hugh Owen againſt the Cor- 
poration and others, There are in their 
own Accounts ſeveral large Sums of Money 


expended 
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expended in endeavouring to ſtop the De- 
cree's paſſing, and when that could not be 
done, they apply'd all their Power, Coſt, 
and Intereſt to obtain an Act or Ordinance 
of the then Parliament to ſet the Decree 
aſide; all which Endeavours, tho' attended 


with great Expence, proved ineffectual, the 


People of the Town grew very uncaſy, and 
threatened new Troubles to the Corporation. 


They did then advance to cight Perſons the 


Sum of Eighty Pounds each in Anno 1643, 
being Part of the Money ariſing from the 
Rents and Profits of the ſaid three Eſtates 
bought purſuant to the ſaid Decree, and Part 
of the Six Hundred Forty-Two Pounds 
Eight Shillings and Five-pence not laid out 
according to the Order of the ſaid Decree 


at that Time, or any Time ſince. 


And tho'. theſe eight ſeveral Sums, of 
Eighty Pounds each, were lent out upon 
Security for ten Years gratis without Intereſt, 
and at the End of that Time to be lent to 
other Perſons for the like Time, and ſo to 
continue from ten Years to ten Years for 
ever; yet by the Accounts of the faid 
Charity 


[9] 


Charity the Money hath not been receiv'd 
back and lent again in Twenty Years, and 
ſomea much longer Time, and ſome of them 
quite loſt; and it hath been a Cuſtom of 
late Days for ſome of the Aldermen them- 
ſelves (tho' to their Diſhonour) to make 
Uſe of the ſame, ſome without giving 
any Security, and others upon very ſlender 
ones. This Branch of Mr. Kenarick's Cha- 
rity is ſo much diminiſhed, that one half, 
if not more, of the ſaid Eight Sums of 
Eighty Pounds are ſunk and loſt, to the 
great Loſs of the Trading People of Nea- 
ding. 

Mr. Kendrick's ſecond Gift to the Trad- 
ing People of Reading was Five Hundred 
Pounds, to be lent upon Security free of 
Intereſt for a ſtated Time, and then to be 
lent to others, and to be kept for that Uſe 
for ever; which ſaid Sum of Five Hundred 
Pounds was at the Time of the Decree well 
apply'd, by which Means it was according 
to the Donor's Will lent to ten Men Fifty 
Pounds each from three Vears to three Vears 


gratis, and ſo continued for ſeveral Vears, 
B jo 


[ 101 
ſo that there was no Occaſion of altering the 
ſame. But in the Years 1657 and 1658, the 
ſaid Sum of Five Hundred Pounds was call'd 
in, and not lent again for ſeveral Years after, 


till one Mr. Mojes Wilkats, a publick- 


{pirited honeſt Man, made ſome Advances 
towards a Commithon of Charitable Uſes; 
then it was replaced, tho' not apply'd as it 
uſed to be in Fifty Pounds, but in any 
Sums they pleas'd, and they alter'd the 
uſual Time of Payment to their own Plea- 
{ure ; ſo in proceſs of Time it came into the 
Hands of only one Man, Mr. Joſeph or 
John Wigg, where it reſted till his Death, 
and then was paid into the Hands of an 
Alderman, as appears by his Accompts when 
Chamberlain of the Hall Revenues, where 
it did not belong (it being a Charitable Uſe). 
The Money continued in his Hands ſeveral 
Years, without any Security given, or any 
Call from the Corporation to lend the ſame 
to the Ules it was given for, till about the 
Year 1719: At which Time an honeſt Man, 
Mr. John Bliſſet, who employed the moſt 
poor People in the Clothing Trade, did ap- 


; ply 
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iy for this Five hundred Pounds, or a Part 
of the ſame, upon good Security, and after 
much Sollicitation, and paying a Premium, 
(as I have been inform'd) he had the Favour 
of Two hundred Pounds, Part of the ſaid 
Five hundred, lent him, which he em- 
ployed in ſetting the Poor to work ; and 
when he died the ſaid Two hundred Pounds 
were paid in very punctually. Some Time 
after, one Mr. Jacob Glover, an Inhabitant 
of Hertfordſhire, pretending to employ the 
Poor of Reading, had a Grant of the ſaid 
Two hundred Pounds, and the beſt Part of 
theWorking-Rooms in the Houſe called the 
Oracle, though but little Buſineſs was done 
there; and I have been informed that the 
Two hundred Pounds are now in the Hands 
of one Glover, who lives in Reading ; but 
how this Money is employed I cannot tell, 


The other Three hundred Pounds, being 
the Remainder of the ſaid Five hundred, 


may be worth enquiring after, and to have 
it employed as it ought to be, according to 
the Donor's Will and Intention, 


B 2 Mr. John 
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Mr. John Kenarick's third and laſt Gift 
to Reading was Two hundred and Fifty 
Pounds towards purchaſing Lands for the 
Support of the Morning Prayer at St. Mary's 
Church; which ſaid Two hundred and F ifty 
Pounds were received, and One hundred and 
Fifty laid out at Mattingiy for the Purchaſe 
of Five Pounds per Aunum towards the Ules 
abovementioned, the other Five Founds per 

fnnum bging provided for by the Produce 


of the Farm in Nerth-Street, ſo that there 
is One hundred Pounds of this Gift left in 


the Stock of the Corporation, which ought 
to be accounted for, 
But bcfore I proceed to give you an Ac- 


count of what is due to this noble Charity 
(the Gifts of one ſingle Gentleman, Mr, 


John Kendrick) to the Town of Reading, it 


may be of ſome Uſe to inform you of the 
Reſult and Determination of the firſt Gift 
of Seven thouſand Five hundred Pounds. 
After the Purchaſe and the Puilding the 
Wo khouſe, and furniſhing the ſame fit for 
the Ules intended by the Donor, there was, 
as hath been ſaid before, the Sum of Three 

thouſand 


431 
thouſand Six hundred Pounds left, which was 
decreed to be laid out in Land for the Uſes 
beforementioned. Let us ſee then how far 
the ſaid Decree hath been fulfilled, and what 
Money is left of the faid Three thouſand 


Six hundred Pounds not laid out or diſ-— 


poſed. of as was directed, what the Money 
already laid out doth produce, and what the 
whole would do if it had been laid out at 


the Time it was decreed, and how far the 


Corporation hath fulfilled the ſaid appoint- 


ed Charitics, and likewiſe the State and 


ruinous Condition of the Workhouſe, that 


J coſt in the Purchaſe and Building One thou- 


ſand Eight hundred and Forty-fix Pounds, 
and how it is at this Time employed, and 
what it is capable of being made uſe of for 
the Advantage of the Poor of Reading. As 
to the firſt Purchaſe at Greenmer-Hill, it 
coſt, with all the Charges included, the 
Sum of One thouſand and Fifty Pounds, as 
above-ſaid, and is let at Forty Pounds, 


though worth more than Fifty Pounds per. 


Aunum, beſides Fines, whereof there have 


been Three taken of Twenty. one Pounds 
each, 


| 
| 
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each, beſides Timber ſold, neither of which 


hath been brought to Account. 
The Farm conſiſts of upwards of One 
hundred and Nine Acres of Land, vs. 


The Orchard and Plot at the Acr. Rood. Per. 


— — 8 


The Upper Piddle — 
The Lower Piddle — 
The Grove Cloſe — 

The Houſe Cloſe — 8 
The Chalk-Pit Cloſe —— 10 


I 

I 

0 

Little Vigmore Field — 8 
9 

I 


. 


Great Wigmore Field — 
The Acre Cloſe and Lane 
The North Piddle — 
The South Piddle, all arable 7 

near the Houſe —— 
The Wheat Lambals — 
The Barley Lambals — 
The little Meadow at ſome 

Diſtance — — 
Wood-Lands, the Grove Cop- 

pice by the Houſe 4 
Ditto the great Coppice — 9 


I 


4 
4 i 
8 
4 


2 


N e 0 0 


— 


5 


35 
5 


20 


Carried over 90 


[ 15 J 


Brought over go o 35 

Ditto the Riddle Shaws — 3 1 24 
Ditto the Middle Shaws — 1 2 10 
I 10 


Ditto the Acre Coppice — 1 
Ditto the- Lambal Coppice, 
well grown, fit to cut * 
Ditto South-Mead "II 3 
all large Meaſure 


| 109 3 24 
A large Capital Houſe, Barns, Stables, and 

Kiln, Sc. upon the Premiſſes. 

The Land is in all One hundred and 
nine Acres, Three Rood, and Twenty- four 
Perches, and it is let at Forty Pounds, 
which is not quite Seven Shillings and Six- 
pence per Acre, and if let at Fifty Pounds 
per Annum, is near Nine Shillings and 
Three Pence per Acre, But to put the 
Matter beyond Diſpute as to the Value, 
hear what Farmer Smith, a Neighbour, 
offered for the Farm, Fifty Pounds per 
Annum, and to take a Leaſe for Twenty- 
one Years, and give Security for the Rent; 
but he would grub up Seventeen Acres of 


the Wood-Land or Coppice-Ground, and 
would 


\ 


| I-:20:1 
would have all the Under-wood during his 
Leaſe, except the laſt Seven Years, and he 
would fell or cut two Acres in a Year, and 
likewiſe he would reſerve ten Acres conti— 
nually for Paſture, and the laſt Year of his 
Leaſe he would leave twenty Acres to ſow, 
and give Leave to the next Tenant to plough 
and ſoil it, and to Summer-fallow ; and he 
would ſpend and leave all the Straw and Hay 
growing upon the Ground at the End of his 
Leaſe. Why this Offer was not accepted I 
cannot imagine ; for I never heard that the 
Corporation had any Right to the Under- 
wood, or that theTenant was reſtrained from 
the cutting for his own Uſe : But *tis certain 
here is ten Pounds per Arn. Loſs to the Poor 
of Reading; whether it was by taking a 
large Fine at that Time, or other male 
Practices, I will not determine, but leave it 
to Time to diſcover. 
The Corporation hath been in Poſſeſſion 
and received the Rents of this Farm One 
hundred and ten Years, and have not ap- 
plied One Shilling to the Uſes of the Decree, 


either out of the Rent of Forty Pounds a 
Year, 


[17] 
Year, or out of the three Fines of twenty 
Guineas each, or out of Money taken for 
Timber ſold there ; but have converted the 
ſame to other Uſes. 
So that this Farm is in Debt to the Cha- 

rity for the Rent at Forty Pounds per An- 
num, One hundred and ten Years, 4400 /. 


And for three Fines paid by . 
Tenants" 62 
enants 3 
4403 


The Profits of Timber uncertain, 

(there being but MEE ny 24 

Pounds mentioned) 

The ſecond Purchaſe with another Part 
of the ſaid Three thouſand Six hundred 
Pounds was a Farm called Brazenhead Farm 
at Sulbamſtead- Abbots and Baniſter, &c. which 
was bought of one Parr, and coſt Eight 
hundred and Seven Pounds Eleven Shillings 
and Seven Pence, and was let to Mr, Powe! 
and Mr, Wilder for Forty-three Pounds per 
Annum ; the Rent hath been well paid 
for One hundred and ten Years paſt, and 
no Part of the ſame applied according to 
the Decree, but to other Uſes, and is Deb- 

C tor 
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tor to the Charity for Forty-three Pounds 


per Ann, for One hundred and ten Years, 
as the other Farm, which comes to Four 


thouſand Seven hundred and Thirty Pounds. 

The third Purchaſe made with a farther 
Part of the ſaid Sum of Three thouſand Six 
hundred Pounds was of Lands bought of 
Richard Knollys, Eſq; containing more than 
Seventy-two Acres, ſituate in Reading, 
called by the Name of Crown-Fields, now 
moſt Garden-Ground, which Lands coſt 
Eleven-hundred Pounds, and were let from 
that Time to the Year 1722 at the Rent of 
Eighty Pounds, which was Seventy-nine 
Years, and comes to Six thouſand Three hun- 
dred and Twenty Pounds ; and in the Year 
1722 to this Time, which is Twenty-ſeven 
Years, the Rent was advanced to One hun- 
dred and Seven Pounds ten Shillings, which 
comes to Two thouſand Nine hundred and 
Two Pounds Ten Shillings; which being 
added to the Sum of Six thouſand Three 
hundred and Twenty, amounts in all to 
Nine thouſand Two hundred and Twenty. 
two Pounds Ten Shillings. Now as it is 
Matter 
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Matter of Fact, that the Three thouſand 
Six hundred Pounds, Part of Mr. John 
Kenarick's Gift of Seven thouſand Five hun 
dred Pounds, being his firſt Gift to the 
Town of Reading, unlaid out, was ordered 
to be laid out to purchaſe Lands, and the 
Profits and Produce of the ſaid Lands to be 
applied to ſeveral charitable Uſes, let us ſee 
how much of the ſaid Money hath been diſ- 
poſed of, and what is yet left of the ſaid 
Sum of Three thouſand Six hundred Pounds, 
over and above the three Purchaſes. 


Greenmer-Hill Farm coſt, | L. 2 d. 
with all Charges — J m—_— 

Brazenhead Farm, or — 1 
Land, coſt 7 

Crowne Fields in Reading, 8 


coſt ol: ' 
2957 11 7 
5 
2 


7 


So there remains, to make 1 
up the ſaid Sum : 


3000 © 


The Produce of the faid three Parcels of 
Lands purchaſed with the Two thouſand 


Nine hundred and Fifty-ſeven Pounds 
C 2 Eleven 
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Eleven Shillings and Seven Pence, Part of 

the Three thouſand Six hundred Pounds, ſee 

as follows, vis. 

From Greenmer- Hill Farm, at Forty) FL. 
Pounds per Aunum, for One hun- 4400 
dred and ten Years 

For three Fines, Twenty-one — 6 
each 3 

Received for one Fall of "MI 24 
mentioned 

One large Fall not mentioned, ſent 


to Streatly * — RET: 
4407 

Parr's Land produced at Forty-three 
Pounds per Annum — | +730 


The Crown-Frelds for Seventy- nine 
Years, at Eighty Pounds per An- 6320 
num 

For ditto Twenty-ſeven Years, at 
One hundred and Seven Pounds > 2902 
Ten Shillings per Annum 3 
The Total of Receipt 18439 


* Lewis, the then Tenant at Greenmer- Hill, ſays, 
that Mr. Abery and Mr. Wiſe, about the Year 1720, 
made a large Fall of Timber, which was ſent to 


As 
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As to the Sum of Six hundred and Forty- 
two Pounds Eight Shillings and Five Pence, 
being Part of the Three thouſand Six hun- 
dred Pounds, and not laid out purſuant ta 
the Decree, if the ſame had been done at 
that Time, it might have then purchaſed 
Lands to the Value of about Twenty-four 
Pounds per Annum, which would have made 
the annual Eſtate two hundred and four- 
teen Pounds, beſides the Intereſt of Rent 
for One hundred and ten Years, which 
would have amounted to the Sum of One 
thouſand One hundred and Seventy-ſeven 
Pounds ; this to be added to the other Sum 
of Eighteen thouſand four hundred and 
thirty-nine, would have been Nineteen 
thouſand ſix hundred and fixteen Pounds; 
out of which deduct Six hundred and forty 
Pounds, lent to eight Perſons mentioned be- 
fore, and there remains Eighteen thouſand 
nine hundred and ſeventy- ſix Pounds, 


Streatly, and the Tenant accounted with them for the 
Tops and Barks; and there was no Order for the Cut- 
ting. 


And 


[ 22 ] 

And now having mentioned nothing but 
real Matters of Fact, it may be needful and 
convenient to enquire whether there hath 
been a due Regard paid to that juſt Decree 
paſſed for the Service of the poor People of 
Reading, as there ought to have been ; and 
- what Sums of Money have been given and 
lent to the Uſes of the ſaid Decree. 

Firſt, there were eight Tradeſmen, not 


young, in Reading, that had Eighty Pounds 


each lent them for three Years gratis, with- 
out Intereſt, upon their giving Security for 
the Repayment of the ſame at the End 
of the ſaid three Years, in order that it 
ſhould be lent to other Men for the fame 
Time; which came to the Sum of Six hun- 
dred and Forty Pounds. 

I never could find any regular Account in 
any Minutes or Book of Accounts that ever 
came to my Sight, who had the firſt Loan, 
beſide Johm Fellows, and one Hunt, in the 
Year 1640 and 41, or how often the ſaid 
ſeveral Sums were changed ; but I find 
a Manuſcript Account, that I tranſcribed, 


which was a Liſt wrote by Mr. Richard 


Grover, 


23 
Grover, Town-Clerk, dated 1669, and 
ſigned by himſelf, being the Particulars of 
tae Writings under his Care, the ſame be- 
ing in the Hands of Jobn Dalby, Eſq; the 
late Steward, and delivered into the Hands 
(with other Writings) of Richard Potinger, 
Eſq; the ſucceeding Steward; in which Ac- 
count there are the Names of eight Perſons 
and their Bonds for their Repayments of 
their reſpective Sums due, ſome in 1671, 
72, 75, and 76, Their Names were, John 
Milder three Bonds, John Elkins three 
Bonds; John Sekers three Bonds; Richard 
Daniels three Bonds; Jon Kentons three 
Bonds; ohn Fellows jun. three Bonds; 
William Groves three Bonds; Adam Smith 
three Bonds ; all for Eighty Pounds each. 
Tis to be obſerved that three of theſe 
Gentlemen were in the Government at that 
Time, and there hath been ſo little Care 
taken in the handing the ſaid Six hundred 
and Forty Pounds from one to another, that 
at this Time it will be a hard Matter to find 
above three or four at the moſt, two of 


which Sums were laſt in the Hands of two 
Alder- 


[ 24 ] 
Aldermen, one of whom had it many Years 
without any Security, but the other gave 
one. They are both paid in, and ſuppoſe 
are lent out again, ſo that this Part of the 
ſaid Charity hath not anſwered the Purpoſe 
it was piouſly deſigned for; beſides the bet- 
ter half Part of the ſaid Six hundred and 
Forty Pounds loſt and ſunk paſt Recovery. 
So that Three hundred and twenty Pounds 


cout of Six hundred and forty is gone, either 


by Negligence or Miſapplication of the Ma- 
nagers of the ſaid Charity; ſo that in my 
own Thoughts I think the lending of Mo- 
ney to a charitable Uſe is attended with 
many Hazards and Lofles ; and if the Mo- 
ney had been given in leſſer Sums to indu- 
ſtrious poor Families once in a Year, it 
might be a Means of keeping them off the 
Pariſh-Books, and make them live com- 
fortably. 

Now let us ſee how the two other 
Branches of the ſaid Decree have been per- 
formed by the Corporation in binding out 
poor fatherleſs and motherleſs Boys Appren- 


tices to handicraft Trades, and the giving of 
poor 
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r honeſt and induſtrious Maidens, who 


have lived the longeſt Time with one Maſter 


or Dame, and behaved well, and have no 
Friends that are able to ſettle them in a 
Marriage State, a competent Sum of Mo- 
ney, as a Portion to advance them in Mar- 
riage, according to the Direction of the ſaid 
Decree. 

I am ſorry to ſpeak in the Affirmative, 
that theſe two Articles of Charity laſt men- 
tioned have, through Miſmanagement and 
Miſapplication, been more abuſed than the 
former. For I never could hear or find by 
any of the Accounts of Mr. Kendrick's Cha- 
rity, that ever there was One Shilling diſ- 
burſed out of the Eſtates bought with his 
Money, or the Produce of the Rents of the 
ſame, for more than One hundred and ten 
Years; and the large Sum of Eighteen 
thouſand Nine hundred and Seventy-ſix 
Pounds, that hath been received from the 
ſame, hath been laid out upon neither of 
theſe two laſt Branches of Charity, to the 
great Hurt of the Poor of Reaging, in 
wronging them of their Right, as well as 
| D diſcou- 
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diſcouraging good People from contribut- 
ing to Works of the ſame Nature. 

I muſt not let the Workhouſe called the 
Oracle be paſs'd over in Silence : That was 
intended for the Good of Reading, and colt 
in the Purchaſe and Building the Sum of 
One thouſand Eight hundred and Forty-lix 
Pounds, out of the abovementioned firſt Gift, 
and was well contrived and convenient for 
the Uſe it was deſigned for, while the Cloth- 
ing Trade was uſed in the Town, and the 
Buildings Kept in Repair; but now it 1s 
gone much out of Repair, and in a very 
ruinous Condition, and not employed as it 
ought to be; the largeſt and beſt Part of the 
Building is converted to the Uſe of two or 
three of the preſent Aldermen for Store- 
houſes, and Work-ſhops for Strangers, con- 
trary to the Donor's Will and Intention, nor 
any way beneficial to the Town in general, 

But at the Time when the Decree was 
made, which did alter the Nature of Mr. 
John Rendrick's Charity in ſome Particu- 
lars, the faid Houſe might have been con- 
verted to ſeveral uſeful Purpoſes highly to 
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Reading : As firſt, Part of the ſame would 
have ſerved for the Charity-School, with 
Conveniencies for the Maſter and Charity- 
Children of Mr. Aldfworth, Sir Thomas Rich, 
Mr, Malthus, &c, without hiring, alter- 
ing, and repairing, or building one for that 


Purpoſe; there was alſo Room, beſides the 


Schools, for Mr. William Kenarick (Bro- 
ther to the great Benefactor) his Alms- 
People, and likewiſe Room for Bernard 
Harriſon's and Mr. John Webb's Alms-Peo- 
ple, whoſe Houſes are ſo meanly built, and 
in ſuch Decay, that they cannot ſtand long 
without new building, though the Charity 
is given for ever. Or it might have been 
made a College or Hoſpital for the Cure and 
Maintenance of poor decay'd Houſekeepers 
of the three Pariſhes that had paid to the 
Poor; or put to any other Uſe that might be 
truly advantageous to the Poor of Reading. 


Having now given you a ſhort Account of 


the firſt Gift of this generous Gentleman, it 

may not be amiſs to inform you of his ſecond 

and third Gifts, to know how they ſtand. 
D 2 His 
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His ſecond Gift was, as is ſaid before, 
Five hundred Pounds, to be lent gratis, af- 
ter his firſt Nomination, to ten trading 
Men from three Years to three Years for 
ever, they giving Security for the Repay- 
ment of the Fifty Pounds each, But for 
Want of due Care both the Time and Con- 
ditions were altered and changed, fo that 
the whole Five hundred Pounds was got in 
one Hand, contrary to the Donor's Will 
and Intention: How long it had reſted, I 
cannot tell; but thus much I am certain of, 
that the Five hundred Pounds was paid into 
the Hands of a certain Alderman, I think 
about the Year 1718 or 19, he having in 
one of his Chamberlain's Accounts acknow- 
ledged the Receipt of the ſame. Two hun- 
dred Pounds, Part of the ſaid Five hundred, 
hath been lent out ſince; and as for the 
other Three hundred, it may be worth while 
to enquire: after it when there is a proper 
Authority granted to do the ſame. 

As to the third and laſt Gift of Mr. Join 
Kendrick, it was Two hundred and Fifty 
Pounds, which was to purchaſe Lands for 
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the Support of the Morning Prayers at St. 
Mary's Church in Reading; but as the Farm 
in North-Street did produce Five Pounds 
per Annum more than was charged upon it, 
ſo there was but One hundred and Fifty 
Pounds laid out at Mattingly for the Pur- 
chaſe of Five Pounds per Annum to be add- 
ed to the other beforementioned: As for the 
other odd Hundred Pounds, the Corporation 
did lock it up in their Cheſt, which 1 hope 
will be paid with Intereſt, with all other 
Arrears juſtly due to the ſaid Charity, at a 
proper Time. 

There is one Thing more very remark- 
able in this Charity that I never could find 
in any Book of Accounts in theTown- Hall, 
which I found in an old Bill of Chancery 
and its Anſwer, relating to Mr. Kenarick's 
Gift, given me by a Gentleman of Reading, 
whoſe Father was one of the Corporation in 
Oliver Cromwell's Time, when the Complaint 
was made and the Anſwer given, in which 
one Wilder and Coape were ſworn to the di ate 
of the Charity, whereby they confirm that 
all the Money was laid out in Lands; and 
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among the reſt of the Purchaſes they ſwore 
that with Part of Mr. Kenarick's Money 
they bought the Fee-Farm or Quit-Rents, 
and to the beſt of my Memory the Sum was 
Two hundred and Twenty Pounds, the ſaid 
Bill being at this Time out of my Hands ; 
and if ſo, the farther Sum of Two hundred 
and Twenty Pounds muſt be due to this 
Charity, or the Fee-Farms themſelves : And 
it ſavours very much that there were ficti- 
tious Accounts kept at that Time to con- 
ceal ſome Part of the ſaid Charity, that Ac- 
count not being inſerted among any other 
Accounts. | 

Now having given you a ſhort Account 
of this one Charity, I muſt tell you, that 
there is a Bill preferred in the Court of Ex- 
chequer againſt the Corporation, to ſhew 
Cauſe why they do not lay out the Remain- 
der of the ſaid Three thouſand Six hundred 
Pounds in Land, purſuant to the former 
Decree ; and likewiſe to account for the 
Profits of the ſaid three Eſtates then bought, 
and the Profits of Six hundred and Forty- 
two Pounds Eight Shillings and Five Pence, 
which 
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which then ought to have been laid out and 
joined to the other, and employed for the 
Benefit of the Poor of the Borough of Read- 
ing, and not otherways: And, notwith- 
ſtanding their Declaration that they will 
make the Proſecutor weary and fick of the 
Suit by giving it all the Delay and putting 
him to all the Expences poſſible, and by 
caſting ſeveral falſe and ſcandalous Aſper- 
ſions upon his Integrity, (of which he defies 
them Make the leaſt Tittle appear) yet I 
ſay they may be aſſured that they will be 
obliged and muſt put in their Anſwer to 
the ſaid Bill, and abide by the juſt Deter- 
mination of ſuch Judges as will do Right to 


the Poor, and diſcountenance Oppreſſion. 


And if one ſingle Gentleman's Charity 
hath been ſubject to Abuſes, of Breach of 
Truſt, of Negligence, of Miſemployment, 
of not employing, of defrauding, and of 
tiſconverting, what may be thought of 
Forty-three other pious Gifts to the Poor of 
Reading, (moſt of which are miſapply'd) 
when they come to be laid open; and the 
ſeveral Abuſes upon the Inhabitants of the 

Town, 
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Town, when the Exchequer-Decree of the 
Toll of the Market, and ſome ancient Deeds, 
come to be expoſed to theView of theTown 
and Country, which will be done in a ſhort 
Time, after ſome Matters are finiſhed, 
which were charitably begun, and ſtill con- 
tinue to go on, there being ſufficient Mate- 
rials and proper Evidences for ſuch an En- 
quiry already drawn up; but this muſt be 
deferred to a proper Time. In mean 
while I hope no Gentlemen in t!WFAdmi- 
nitration, who are not criminal, will take 
this Enquiry amiſs, fince it was by Charter 
in former Times Part of the Mayor's Oath, 
and is Part of it to all ſucceeding Mayors, 
You ſhall carefully endeavour the Profits and 
Government of this Borough, and, as far as 
in you lieth, take Care the State-Stock and 
Bequeſts of Benefactors to this Borough be 
maintained, preſerved, and employed as W. 
ought to be, &c. &c. 
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